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Francestown, jSugust 2d, 1838. 
Rev. £. P. Bradford : 

Dear Sir ; 

In compliance with a resolution of the church in this place, we tender 
to you their thanks for your very interesting discourse, delivered here on the 
last Sabbath, commemorative of the life and usefulness of their first pastor, 
the Rev. Moses Bradford ; and, in compliance with the same resolution, we 
respectfully, in their behalf, request that you will furnish them with a copy of 
the discourse for publication. 

In thus communicating to yon the thanks and wishes of the church, 
we should do injustice to our own feelings, did we not express to you^ as we 
tiincerely do, the high gratification we received in listening to your discourse, 
and our own most earnest desire that you will comply with the request of the 
church. 

Be pleased to accept assurances of our high consideration and esteem. 

TITUS BROWN, ) 

THOMAS EATON, > Committee of the Church. 

P. H. BIXBY, i 

New-Boston, August 8, 1838. 

To the Committee appointed by the Congregational Church in Francestown, to 
request for publication a copy of the discourse delivered there on the last 
Sabbath in July ult., in commemoration of the life and usefulness of their first 
pastor, the Rev. Mosxs Bradford : 

Gentlemen, — ^Your communication, abovementioned, has been duly 
received. An affectionate and respectful regard for the chureh in whose behalf 
you have made this communication ; a grateful recollection of kind and valu- 
able advice, received from the Rev. Moses Bradford ; a sincere desire to be 
instrumental in preserving the remembrance of a father in our Israel, of emi- 
nent talents ana piety, and to secure a memorial of the extensive good of 
which the great Head of the church made him an instrument to the christian 
community in Francestown, and in other places, have induced me to comply 
with your request, by submitting a copy oi the discourse to the disposal of the 
church there. For the candor and kindness with which you listened to the 
discourse, 1 owe you the expression of my thanks. 

I am, very respectfully, your friend, &c. 

E. P. BRADFORD. 



DISCOURSE. 



n. CHRONICLES, xxiv. 16. 

AND THEY BUillED HIM IN THE CITY OF DAVID, AMONG THE 
kings; BECAUSE HE HAD DONE GOOD IN ISRAEL, BOTH TOWARD 
GOD, AND TOWARD HIS HOUSE. 

This is the memorial of a great and good man. The 
person of whom the sacred writer has recorded this honora- 
ble notice, was Jehoida, a high priest of the Jews. He was 
venerable for his age, having been born in the reign of 
Solomon, and lived through the reigns of six of the succes- 
sors of that prince. The comprehensive views, the sound 
judgment, and long experience of this minister of the sanc- 
tuary, fitted him for eminent usefulness in the church of 
God. He had an ardent desire to be instrumental in pro- 
moting the knowledge, the practice, and the blessings of 
pure religion. The measures he adopted for this purpose 
were wise and prudent. The latter part of the period in 
which he lived was exceedingly corrupt. The contaminat- 
ing superstition of heathenism had gained a strong ascen- 
dancy, both in Israel and Judah. The house of God had 
been broken up by the sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, 
who employed her usurped authority for the advancement 
of idolatry. All the dedicated things had been taken from 
the temple, to enrich and adorn the house of a pagan deity. 
The remnant of Judah, who had not bowed the knee to Baal, 
were constrained, by the persecuting spirit of idolatry, to 
exercise their religion in secret places. Jehoida collected 
them from their dispersions in the land. He encouraged 



them, by his exhortations and example, to put their trust in 
the God of their fathers. He combined them in a judicious 
enterprise for the suppression of idolatry, and the reestablish- 
ment of the pure worship of God. The task he undertook 
was peculiarly arduous. But God was with him. He had 
given him favor with the king, on whom he prevailed to take 
an active part in the reformation of religion. By the divine 
blessing on the labors of this holy man, the house of Baal 
was demolished ; his altars and images were broken in pieces. 
The breaches in the house of Jehovah were repaired ; the 
altars, that had been thrown down, were rebuilt ; and this 
holy temple was in a good measure restored to the condition, 
in which it originally corresponded to the pattern shewn in 
the mount. The public exercises of undefiled religion were 
here resumed ; and the Lord was again worshipped in the 
beauty of holiness. A reformation in religion and morals 
was effected to some extent ; and though its influence seems 
to have declined at the time of Jehoida's death, he had 
done much good in Israel. Many had, no doubt, been led 
to cast their idols to the moles and the bats; and to 
return to the Lord their God, from whom they had deeply 
revolted. Of the excellence of the character, and usefulness 
of the labors of this servant of the Lord, we have satisfactory 
evidence in the brief history of his life. But though we 
had no other proof than the salutary influence of his counsel 
and example on the conduct of the king, this alone would 
be an honorable memorial of him ; for it is recorded that 
Joash did that which was right in the sight of the Lord all 
the days of Jehoida the priest. 

This benefactor of the church was beloved and respected, 
while he lived. He was lamented in death. Those who 
duly valued his character and usefulness, deemed it their 
duty and privilege to manifest their afiectionate respect for 
him, after his decease. The manner in which this was 



done, is stated ia the former clause of the text. They buri- 
ed him in the city of David, among the kings. But he was 
incomparably more honored by the reason assigned for the 
respect thus shewn him; which was, that he had done good 
in Israel, both towards God and tavmrds his house. 

The commemoration of the lives and actions of those, who 
have served their own generation by the will of God, is 
proper and useful. A solicitude in the living to preserve 
the memorial of such persons, is justified by scripture. The 
righteous, says the psalmist, shall be had in everlasting re- 
membrance. The memory of the just is blessed. The fol- 
lowing are the words of our Savior respecting the woman, 
who had shewn her love to him by anointing his head 
with precious ointment. Verily I say unto you, wheresoever 
this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole world, this 
alsoy that she hath done, shall be mentioned as a memorial 
of her. The laudable desire of the living to secure from 
oblivion the lives and usefulness of the wise and virtuous, 
who have fallen asleep, is displayed in a variety of ways. 
The divine goodness toward them, while living, and to- 
ward the individuals, or particular communities, of whose 
happiness they have been instrumental, is often acknowl- 
edged in public exercises of religion, specially appointed for 
that purpose. Monuments ai^ erected, of the most durable 
materials, with brief inscriptions of their good deeds. Their 
remembrance is not unfrequently perpetuated by the impar- 
tial pen of the biographer. Among those, who have been 
blessed by means of their instruction, and example, parents 
love to tell, and children to hear, of them. By these and 
other means, God causes their memorial to be preserved and 
blessed. 

The remembrance of the just is often rendered a great 
blessing to the living. Serious reflection on the death of 
those, who in their life time did good in Israel, reminds us 



of the frailty and uncertainty of our hold on the best crea- 
ted sources of good. It illustrates the solemn and humbling 
truth, that all flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof 
as the flower ofthefi^ld. From this consideration, so pow- 
erfully suggested by their decease, we should be led hum- 
bly to seek the friendship of Him, who ever liveth to pro- 
tect and save them that trust in him. We should also be 
excited, without loss of time, to hear with reverence the sol- 
emn admonition — Whatsoever thy handfindeth to do, do it 
with thy imght ; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowU 
edge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither thougoest. 

I have endeavored to explain the text, and to shew the 
general propriety and advantage of preserving the memorial 
of those who have done good in Israel. I proceed to some 
remarks on the life and usefulness of the first pastor of this 
church, and minister of this people. The church, no doubt 
with the concurrent feelings of the congregation, have deem- 
ed it proper publicly to manifest their respect for the mem- 
ory of this servant of Christ. You have requested me, breth- 
ren, to assist you in this interesting service ; and I have 
been induced to comply with your request, by several rea- 
sons, among which are the following : In my childhood, an 
aflfectionate intercourse subsisted between your first pastor 
and my beloved parents. At an early period of my youth, 
I was favored with his kind and judicious advice, on sub- 
jects of great importance. From the time of my settlement 
in your vicinity, I enjoyed the privilege of an intimate cor- 
respondence with him during more than twenty years of his 
ministry in this place. I have, however, felt some difficulty 
in preparing a discourse for this occasion,* having been 
unable to find any written documents respecting his early 
education and employments. For this reason I must speak 
of facts, as they occurred to my personal observation, or as 



they came to me from those whose integrity and correct 
judgment are satisfactory evidence of their truth. 

The Rev. Moses Bradford was early designated to the 
gospel ministry.* For this office he possessed qualifications 
of a high order. The native powers of his mind were strong 
and active. His ideas were conceived with great energy, and 
the train in which they were arranged in his mind was 
remarkably natural and clear. Possessing a large measure of 
the spirit of enquiry, his attention was powerfully attracted 
by every subject of importance which presented itself for 
contemplation. He was particularly pleased with medita- 
tion on the scenes of nature. Nor was this exercise devoid 
of benefit to his religious character. Few persons have 
probably conceived more exalted thoughts of the eternal 
power and godhead of the Creator, than he did, from the 
things which are made. 

The moral government of God, as unfolded in the course 
of his providence, was to him a subject of profound thought 
and interest. His personal experience and observation, in 
connection with extensive reading, had enabled him to ac- 
cumulate a rich fund of useful knowledge. And from a mem- 
ory uncommonly capacious, retentive and ready, he could 
at will select the most suitable matter for proof or illustration. 
He was in the habit of examining subjects of importance 
with great care ; nor did he give a decided opinion, while he 
thought he had a prospect of more light, which might ena- 
ble him to decide more correctly. The care thus exercised 
in his investigations, contributed much toward the forma- 
tion of the sound judgment which his intimate and intelli- 
gent friends knew him to possess. It was also a prominent 
means of rendering him a sound and discriminating coun- 
sellor in cases of ecclesiastical and other difficulties. For 

*' See Note A, in the Appendix. 
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these valuable qualities and attainments he was greatly 
indebted, under God, to an early classical education, which 
he acquired chiefly under the kind and able superintend- 
ence of an elder brother. 

Another special means of cultivating his moral and intel- 
lectual faculties, was an early acquaintance which he form- 
ed with some of the best scholars and ablest ministers, then 
in this country. I have heard him speak of these eminent 
men with particular affection and respect.* 

The talents, above mentioned, as possessed by Mr. Brad- 
ford, were of great value. But, brethren, let us not mistake 
them for what formed his essential qualifications for the 
christian ministry. They were indeed precious helps in 
the work of that office. But without talents still more 
precious, he would have been only as sounding 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal. When you received intelli- 
gence of his death, you were consoled with the belief that 
he had entered into rest. But your consolation, in this case, 
did not arise from your remembrance of his great strength 
of imderstanding, of his comprehensive views, his capacious 
and active memory, his sound and discriminating judgment. 
Your hope, that he has made a happy exchange of worlds, 
is foimded on the evidence afforded by his long and faithful 
ministry, that he was one of the precious children of the 
Bridegroom, an heir of Ood, and joint heir with JesuB 
Christ. It was the grace of God which essentially fitted 
him for the office of the gospel ministry, and sanctified all 
his other talents. 

The field of the ministry was that to which his powers of 
heart and understanding were peculiarly adapted. He was 
a scribe, instructed unto the kingdom of heaven. Like Tim- 
othy, he had known the scriptures from a child. His deep 
and familiar acquaintance with them enabled him to bring 

* See note B, Appendix. 



forth from his treasures things new and old. He was an 
able expositor, and his skill, as such, was gratefully 
acknowledged by brethren in the ministry, who were his 
inferiors in age and biblical knowledge ; and who received 
from him valuable assistance in the interpretation of ob- 
scure passages. He highly appreciated an acquaintance 
with the various branches of human knowledge. But the- 
ology was the science, for which he ever manifested a strong 
predilection. 

He loved the doctrines of sovereign grace. He humbly 
trusted, and his friends believed, that he had an experimen- 
tal knowledge of their power and preciousness. Having 
found them the great means of support, consolation, and hope 
to his own soul, he labored to inculcate them on others. It 
is not to be doubted, that the success of his ministry here, 
and of his occasional services in many other places, is to be 
ascribed, as far as instruments were concerned, to his dis- 
tinct views and consistent exhibition of the faith once deliv- 
ered to the saints. The distinguishing truths of the gospel 
are the grand means, in the divine appointment, to bring men 
out of darkness into marvellous light. They are the means 
of salvation, which God has promised to bless, when faith- 
fully used. He has said, for the encouragement of his ser- 
vants, that his word shall not return to him void ; but shall 
accomplish that which he pleaseth ; and shall prosper in that 
whereto he sent it. Nor has he left his ministering servants, 
or his church, without witness of the truth and grace of his 
promise. Under the preaching of the doctrines in question, 
the friends of the Redeemer will be edified. Sinners, gen- 
erally, in greater or less numbers, will be awakened and 
turned to God. In some instances, the fruits of truly evan- 
gelical preaching may not be very visible in time. But the 
light of eternity will fully reveal the interesting fact, that no 
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humble, genuine herald of Christ, has labored in vain, or 
spent his strength for nought. 

The importance of the doctrines of grace, as indispensable 
subjects of an evangelical ministry, was well imderstood by 
our venerable friend. He accordingly devoted a due pro- 
portion of his instructions to the doctrines of the entire 
depravity of the human heart ; the electing love of God ; the 
nature and necessity of regeneration, by the special influence 
of the HolySpirit ; the forgiveness of sins and justification by 
faith in the imputed righteousness of Christ. Of these doc- 
trines he had clear and comprehensive views. He loved to 
dwell on them. He seemed to haye imbibed a large share 
of the spirit of St. Paul, indicated in his declaration to the 
Corinthians, that he had determined not to know any thing 
among them, save Jesus Christ and him crucified. He 
taught the momentous truths implied in this language, with 
great clearness, and elucidated their close connection and 
harmony with each other. 

He was an eloquent man and mighty in the scriptures. 
From th« bible he therefore brought his principal arguments 
in proof of his doctrine. These weapons of his holy war- 
fare he wielded with much skill and success. Every one 
who heard him with candor and meekness, felt and ac- 
knowledged the conclusiveness of his reasoning. There 
are many now living, who could testify, from the benefit 
they received from his preaching, that it was mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strong holds. But while he 
explained, defended, and enforced the truths of the gospel, 
he shewed their consistency with the claims of the moral 
law. While he preached the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
he affirmed constantly, that denying ungodliness, and 
wordly lusts, we should live soberly, and righteously, and 
godly in this present world. 

In adverting to the manner in which he discharged the 
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duties of his office, it may be remarked, that to a discerning 
and attentive hearer, it must have been obvious that his 
perceptions were distinct and lucid. He presented his 
thoughts, as he conceived them, in an order so clear and 
natural, as to render it perfectly easy to follow him. He 
was master of a variety and copiousness of language, from 
which he could readily select and combine the most appro- 
priate terms for expressing the thoughts he wished to com- 
municate. 

He was capable of strong emotions ; and not unfrequently 
manifested them. The ardor of feeling which he often 
displayed in the delivery of his sermons, corresponded to 
the intrinsic importance of his subject. It was not the ef- 
fect of animal excitement. It is believed to have been the 
spontaneous result of his clear discovery, and his sacred love 
of divine truth, and of a thrilling desire to promote the honor 
of the Redeemer and the happiness of his fellow beings, 
by means of his instructions. That portion of this church 
and congregation, who have reached the vale of years, can 
recollect, not only the strength of his reasoning, but the fer- 
vid animation of his address, before age and bodily infirmity 
had enfeebled his powers.* When he was engaged in 
the contemplation of subjects of moral or natural grandeur, 
his thoughts, his emotions, and his language, rose to an 
eminent degree of the genuine sublime. Among the subjects 
on which he rarely, if ever, preached without displaying 
great power of thought and eloquence, were the creation 
and dissolution of the world ; the glory of God, in the econ- 
omy of redemption ,• the last judgment ; the final separa- 
tion between the righteous and the wicked ; and especially 
the everlasting rest of the people of God. These and their 
kindred subjects were peculiarly familiar to his mind. 
They opened a field on which his faculties seemed particu- 

* See Note C, Appendix. 
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larly adapted to expatiate. On such themes his eloquence 
was at times overwhelming. 

The desire of this people to commemorate his character 
and ministry, is an honorable proof that he did good in Is- 
rael, both toward God and toward his house. This will be 
more apparent, by reverting to his settlement and ministerial 
labors among you. 

He came to you when the entire population of the town 
was small. The professed followers of Christ were few. 
These composed two churches, of different denominations, 
each of which had a strong preference for its own order. 
Neither of these churches was able alone to support the gos- 
pel ministry. Though both were generally well satisfied 
with the talents and performances of the candidate, who 
was afterward ordained their first pastor, it was feared that 
denominational prejudices would prevent their acceptance 
of the ascension gift, now offered them. If these obstacles 
to the settlement of the ministry here had not been removed 
at that time, the evils resulting from the failure might 
have been great and permanent. This town, instead of 
being one of the richest spots in the vineyard of the Lord, as 
he has made it by the fertilizing influence of his grace, 
might have been a scene of confusion and every evil work. 
But God, who is rich in mercy, had much'' people in this 
place. Them he must gather into his kingdom. For^^this 
purpose he caused an amicable compromise to be made 
between the two denominations. He took one stick, and 
wrote on it for Judah ; and then took another stick, and 
wrote on it for Joseph, and joined them together, and they 
became one stick in his hand. He made the prudence of 
your first pastor, then a candidate for the ministry, and 
comparatively a stripling in Israel, the happy means of 
incorporating the two churches into one. The event was 
auspicious. The experience of forty-eight years has proved. 
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that it was a token for good. It was soon followed by the 
solemn consecration of the candidate to the work of the min- 
istry, on the 8th of September, 1790. During his ministry 
of thirty-seven years, the people of this town enjoyed far 
more than an ordinary share of prosperity, both religious 
and temporal. The renewing influence of the Holy Spirit 
accompanied his labors. It came, sometimes like the gen- 
tle dew ; at others, like showers that water the earth. The 
church prospered abundantly.* And let it be remembered 
with gratitude to him who holdeth the seven stars in his 
right hand, and walketh in the midst of the golden candle* 
sticks, that her members, generally, walking in the fear of 
the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multi- 
plied. The friends of Zion in many other places have been 
profited by their knowledge of your brotherly love, your 
peace and harmony. You have been preserved, even to 
this day, in a very desirable degree, from invasion from 
abroad, and from divisions among yourselves. The guardian 
care of the Redeemer has enabled you to sing this song : 
We have a strong city ; salvation hath God appointed for 
walls and bulwarks. The hallowed observance of your 
sabbath ; the fullness and solemnity of your holy assemblies ; 
the increase of the number of professors, from small begin- 
nings, till you have become one of the largest churches in the 
interior of our country, and till you are outnumbered by 
very few in our populous cities, are so many proofs that the 
Lord of Hosts has been with you, that the God of Jacob has 
been your refuge. 

The respect shewn for the institutions of the gospel, by 
the religious society in this place, in distinction from profes- 
sors, is a subject of gratitude to the God of all grace. The 
members of the Society have almost uniformly acted in con- 
currence with the church, in measures for the advancement 

* Note D, Appendix. 



14 

• 

of the general interests of religion and morality. How 
much the early establishment of an able and faithful minis- 
try here has contributed to your attainment of these precious 
blessings, I need. not stop to enquire. Your conviction of 
its eminent usefulness in this respect sufficiently answers 
the question. For the protracted and able services of your 
first pastor, your humble gratitude is due to his Lord and 
yours. When his stated labors among you were terminated, 
you were enabled to re-settle the ministry with great concord. 
The immediate successor of Mr. Bradford loved and respect- 
ed him as a father. He duly appreciated his talents and 
usefulness. He remarked, probably with equal truth and 
modesty, respecting the success of his own labors, that he 
was gathering the fruit of which his venerable predecessor 
had sown the seed. By the removal of your second pastor to 
another part of the Lord's vineyard, you became again des- 
titute. The happy effects of that union, of which Mr. 
Bradford had been so efficient an instrument, were evident 
from the harmony with which you selected and settled your 
present beloved pastor. May the bonds of your union as a 
church be confirmed and perpetuated by the hand of the 
mighty God of Jacob. 

Mr. Bradford was distinguished by the humility, solem- 
nity, and appropriateness of his devotional exercises. His 
prayers, like his sermons, on special occasions, were exceed- 
ingly instructive, by their adaptation, mostly in scripture lan- 
guage, to circumstances. He had a warm and affectionate 
heart. Some,indeed, who were but little acquainted with him, 
thought him austere and repulsive in his disposition. This 
opinion was erroneous. His occasional depression of spirits 
sometimes gave him such an appearance. But no one who 
knew the tender sympathy with which he visited and con- 
versed with the afflicted, thought him incapable or desti- 
tute of the kindest feelings. In the course of his ministry 
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he was often called to direct those who had recently obtained 
hope in Christ, or those who were distressed by the pungency 
of conviction. "With the former, when he found reason 
to believe their hope well grounded, he cordially rejoiced. 
For the latter, he manifested the most tender compas- 
sion. There are now, it may be presumed, in this assem- 
bly, many who can remember, with reference to their own 
cases, the sympathy, as well as faithfulness, with which he 
directed them to the Lamb of God. He did not evince his 
love for them by representing their case as less dangerous 
than it really was. He looked forward to eternity ; and he 
deemed it no kindness to anxious enquirers on the subject 
of religion, to procure them a little transient relief, by a. 
deception that might involve them in endless woe. Fidelity 
to the Savior, and the most affectionate regard for their 
highest welfare, led him to insist on their entire submission 
to God, as the indispensable condition of their acceptance 
and happiness. But enough has been said to shew, that the 
venerable servant of God whom we commemorate, did 
much good in the church and congregation, of which he had 
the special charge. I add, that he did great good in his 
family. In his pious and respected partner he found a help, 
meet for his assistance in the religious education of their 
household. 

Fellow-heirs of the grace of life, their prayers were not 
hindered. The divine blessing accompanied their labors 
for the spiritual good of their children. Before the death of 
their father, most of them had made a public profession of 
religion ; and several of the sons are now successfully engag- 
ed in testifying the gospel of the grace of God. Their be- 
loved mother still lives, to do them good by her long expe- 
rience of religion, and to be cherished in the decline of life 
by their filial love and gratitude. 

But, brethren, youi: first pastor's piety and talents were 
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employed, not only in this place, but occasionally in other 
parts of our Israel. There are persons, now living at ad- 
vanced ages, beloved and valuable members of different 
churches, whose attention was effectually called to the immor- 
tal interests of their souls, by his powerful preaching in the 
days of his comparative youth. They sympathize with you 
in the solemn reflections awakened by his death ; for they 
acknowledge him as their spiritual father. And though 
they were never specially connected with you in church 
membership, they rejoice in the humble hope, that they 
shall with you be his joy and crown of rejoicing in the day 
of the Lord Jesus. His intercourse with his brethren in the 
ministry was marked by christian love and courtesy. 
There were two ministers in this county whose settlement 
was nearly simultaneous with his own. I refer to the first 
pastors respectively of the churches in Hancock and Dun- 
barton. Several circumstances conspired to bring these 
three brethren into an intimate correspondence with each 
other. Among these circumstances were the remarkable 
coincidence of their views on the momentous subjects of 
christian doctrine and morality, and the convenience of 
their situation for such intercourse. They were all distin- 
guished by superior strength of mind. Their establishment 
in this section of the state formed an auspicious era in its 
religious history. The amount of good which they did, in 
extending evangelical sentiments in what was formerly the 
county of Hillsborough, was great. One of them finished 
his course many years since. His beloved brother and fel- 
low laborer, whose death we commemorate, we humbly trust 
has ascended and renewed his intercourse with him in a 
holier world. One member of this affectionate ministerial fra- 
ternity yet lives. But while he retains much of the strength 
and activity of a powerful mind, age is demolishing the 
earthly house of his tabernacle. You know the man ; for 
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you have been favored with his labors of love, and his judi- 
cious counsel in times of difficulty. Blay God be the conso- 
lation and support of this veteran standard bearer, while he 
lives ; and at last receive him to the reward of a good and 
faithful servant. I must hasten to the conclusion. I have 
been insensibly led, by the increasing interest of my subject, 
beyond my intended limits. The numerous relatives of the 
deceased in this place claim our sympathies on this occa- 
sion, and they have our prayers that their present afflictions 
may be made to work for their everlasting good. We 
especially commend the chief mourner to him, of whom it is 
written, a father of the fatherless and a judge of the 
widows is Ood in his holy habitation. May the beloved chil- 
dren all know the Ood of their father ^ and serve him with a 
perfect heart. 

This church feel a special interest in the subject of this 
discourse. Many of you trust that you were bom into the 
kingdom of Christ under the ministry of Mr. Bradford ; and 
even those of you who have joined themselves to the Lord 
since the close of his ministry here, know from information 
something of the value of his official labors. You could not 
honor him in the same manner in which the Jews displayed 
their respect for their excellent chief priest, Jehoida. You 
could not have buried him among kings ; for we have here 
no royal sepulchres. But you can call to remembrance his 
official labors, and bless God for giving him grace to per- 
form them in the spirit of love, of power, and of a sound 
mdnd. While your supreme love and gratitude are due to 
the Creator, who made him an able minister of the New 
Testament, it is befitting that you keep in mind the long 
coarse of his exertions for your good ; and that you embalm 
him in your affections. 

<< Tfua 9veet r^memXMrance, it i» juft 
Should floqriih while he sleeps in dust." 
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Be careful, beloved brethren, to cherish and preserve that 
harmony among yourselves which he so earnestly inculcat- 
ed. As a body of christians, you have been taught, by the 
experience of nearly half a century, how good and how pleas- 
ant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. Do not forget 
that, under God, your union must be your strength and 
security. Preserve it. Pray and labor for its continuance. 
Within the last twelve years you have been twice destitute 
of a stated ministry. But the great Redeemer has kept you 
from being scattered as sheep without a shepherd. The 
providence of God indicates the approaching removal of 
your present beloved pastor to another field of pastoral and 
ministerial labor. In the disappointment you feel from the 
contemplated event, you have the affectionate sympathy of 
your sister churches. But you will not forget, that the 
Lord. of the whole vineyard has a right to distribute the 
laborers upon it as he pleases. Nor should it escape your 
serious attention, that he always disposes of them and their 
work in the wisest and best way, for securing the greatest 
good to his entire heritage. Acquiesce in his dealings ; 
humble yourselves under the rod of his chastening ; live in 
peace : then, though your present pastor be removed, the 
great Shepherd will not leave you comfortless. We confi- 
dently trust he will come to you quickly with another 
ascension gift. Again your eyes shall see your teacher^ and 
your ears »haU hear a word behind you, saying, this is the 
Aoay ; walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand or to 
the left. 

Though the preceding remarks have been addressed 
more particularly to the' church, let not the congregation 
suppose that no sympathy is felt for them, in relation to the 
recent death of their first minister, and their anticipated de- 
privation of the pious and learned labors of their third. Be 
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assured, my respected friends, that your feelings, in both 
these respects, are regarded with sentiments of the kindest 
condolence. The readiness and liberality with which you 
have acted with the church in supporting the gospel, is also 
recognized with gratitude to Grod. May you still retain an 
affecting sense of the importance of the institutions of our 
holy religion, to yourselves and to your children. May you 
also, by yielding yourselves a living sacrifice to him who 
died to redeem, and now lives to save you, become, through 
the Spirit, experimentally acquainted with the life which is 
hid with Christ in God, The present is an occasion of 
solemn interest to you, no less than to the church. Many 
of you regularly attended the ministry of that eminent ser- 
vant of God who has lately i^ested from his labors. He 
was an ambassador for Christ, and as though God did 
beseech you by him, he prayed you, in Christ's stead, to be 
reconciled to God. Did you obey the call ? Or have you, 
till this moment, lived unreconciled to God ? Where now 
is the voice of your former faithful monitor and friend ? 
Sealed in the silence of th'e tomb ! Is it nothing to you 
that he has finished his embassy ; that he has executed his 
instructions ; and that he has gone to resign his commission 
to him from whom he received it ? His testimony is sealed 
up for the judgment of the great day. Then must he 
render an impartial account of his stewardship ; and you 
of the manner in which you treated the message of God by 
him. But he, in whose hands are you life, and breath, and 
all your ways, did not close your probation with the termi- 
nation of his ministry here. You must recollect the fervid 
eloquence with which his immediate successor entreated 
you to embrace the gospel. The period of his labors among 
you also expired. Still, the Lord waited to be gracious to 
you, and sent you another spiritual guide, who has set be- 
fore you life and death, and clearly shewn you the way by 
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which you may escape the one and secure the other. Yet a 
little while, and you will statedly see his face and hear his 
voice no more. 

The offer of a Savior is yet continued to you. May you 
know the time of your visitation, and be prepared to give 
your account with joy, and not with grief, at that most 
solemn day, when you must stand before the Son of Man, 

Amen. 
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NOTE A. 

Since the delivery of this diseourse, a very concise account of 
Mr. Bradford's childhood and youth has been received from 
a friend in another state. The following is the substance of the 
intelligence alluded to. 

He was born at Canterbury, Con., August 6th, 1765. His 
parents were William and Mary Bradford. They were very respecta- 
ble for their good understanding, their piety and usefulness m so- 
ciety. The subject of this obituary notice was a descendant, in the 
fiflh generation, of William Bradford, second governor of Plymouth 
Colony. He was the fourteenth, and youngest child of his mother, 
who lived only one hour after his birth. Within this last hour of 
her sublunary existence, she called for her infant son, gave him his 
name, and in a solemn, humble and affectionate prayer, devoted him 
to God, with the hope and expectation, as is supposed, that he 
would live and be suitably qualified to preach the gospel, which 
was unspeakably precious to her own soul. At the age of thirteen, 
he was furnished by his father with a new suit of clothes, mounted 
on a horse, and sent to live with an elder brother, a man of a vigor- 
ous and cultivated mind, and an able and eloquent preacher of the 
gospel. This brother's house was made his home, till he commen- 
ced preaching, at the age of twenty-one. He obtained his educa- 
tion by his own efforts, with the exception of some aid lent him by 
his brother. 

Under the tuition of this brother he prosecuted his studies till 
he was qualified to become a member of the senior class in Dart- 
mouth college, which he accordingly entered. After remaining at 
that institution a few months, he received a regular degree, with a 
good reputation for talents and scholarship, in 1785. From col- 
lege he returned to his brother, then the pastor of a congregational 
church in Rowley, Mass., and with him commenced and finished 
his theological studies. Mr. Bradford is known by those who were 
intimately acquainted with him, to have written but a very small 
pertion of his sermons. His reasons for preaching chiefly without 
notes are presented in the following remarks, which he made on 
that subject to a near relative. He said he was restrained from 
writing his sermons by the weakness of his eyes, which rendered it 
difficult for him to write. Knowing that he should not be able to 
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write them out fully, he used to fear, before he began to preach, 
that he should never find enough to say on any one subject, to make 
a discourse of a suitable length. Having written no more of his 
first sermon than was sufficient to occupy twelve or fifi;een minutes, 
he trembled, when he began to deliver it, for the result. The ease 
and readiness, however, with which he was enabled to supply those 
parts of this first sermon which were not written, removed hid fears 
respecting the future. He was very popular with the evangelical 
portion of the community, wherever he went preaching the things 
of the kingdom. There are persons, now living, who have long 
walked with God, having received their first salutary impressions 
on the momentous subject of religion, from his gospel labors in his 
early youth. He was married on the 4th of Nov., 1788, to Dor- 
othy Brapstreet, who died on the 24th of June, 1792. 
She had two children ; one of whom died in infancy. The other, a 
daughter, respectably married many years since, still lives in Row- 
ley, Mass. She is an esteemed and valuable member of the church 
of Christ. Her mother was an amiable and pious woman. The 
second wife of Mr. Bradford was Sarah, a daughter of Mr. Mo- 
ses Eaton, of Francestown. Her father was the head of a worthy 
and useful family. Mrs. Bradford has survived her husband, and 
lives in the hope of the glory of God. Mr. Bradford was dismissed 
from his ministerial and pastoral charge in Francestown, about 
twelve years since. He died at the house of his son, in Montague, 
Mass., on the 14th of June, 1838, in the faith and hope of the ever- 
lasting gospel. 



NOTE B. 

Among these distinguished scholars and divines, was the Rev. 
AsHBEEL Green, who was for some time president of Nassau Hall, 
at Princeton, N. J. The Rev. Ebenezer Bradford, the 
elder brother of Moses, with whom he lived during a part of his 
childhood, and most of his youth, married a sister of Dr. Green. 
The intimacy of this gentleman, and his friends, with the family of 
his brother-in-law, was the means of introducing the subject of 
these memoirs to a large circle of persons, who were eminent for 
their attainments in human and theological science. At the head 
of these probably stood Dr. Green, who sustains a merited reputa- 
tion as an able and luminous writer, and a faithful and eloquent 
preacher of the gospel. He is yet alive ; and, at the age of probably 
more than eighty, retains his faculties in a measure unusual at that 
period of life. 
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NOTE C. 

Mr. Bradford was afflicted many years with a catarrhal complaint, 
which, with other bodily infirmities, is thought to have caused an 
earlier decay of his corporal and mental powers than he would oth- 
erwise have experienced. 



NOTE D. 

The whole number of persons, admitted to the church under the 
ministry of the Rev. Mr. Bradford, was about 336— males 83; 
females 253. 
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